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Lamenting Eden


a return to a pure, wild

nature that humans have 


destroyed

Bringing on the 

Apocalypse


The end of the world

Constructing Babel


We can build a new world, a 
utopia and solve everything 

with technology

Celebrating Jubilee


We can create a just, moral 
world  if we do the 


right thing

Traditionalist


The future should be as the

past, not sure about modern

world but not wantin things


to change


Survivor


Reacting to what life throws

at you and hope the future

is somehow easier, things


will get better and you

will somehow survive

Winner


Life is a game to win, live for

the moment and love the


modern world and 
technology, optimistic the


future is full of progress and

things getting better

Striver


There are many problems 
that you want to fix, seeking a 

spiritual, ethical and moral 
dimension to life. You strive 
for the future to be better 

than now



Finsbury Park, London
when the autumn leaves fall



Rotherfield Peppard, Oxfordshire
when winter turns to spring



Christ Church Gardens, Nottingham
when this tree blossoms



Cannington, Somerset
when the trees are abundant in summer



Windermere-Leven Waters, Cumbria
when we meet by the water as summer ends



What is a
Future Machine?



Solar powered 
weather sensors 
(temp, rainfall, wind,
CO2)

webcam

microphone in the
small copper trumpet

speaker in the
large copper trumpet

kiosk printer and slot for
paper

laptop, arduino
cables, amp,
hand crank generator,
car battery

4 dials

button & light
to record a message 
for the future







Nature Progress Tradition Apocalypse

Survival Justice Utopia Mystery

Global Temperature
 Sea Ice Levels Sea Levels CO2

Joy
 Optimism Pessimism Despair



























Next big question:  How do we archive, sustain and create a coherent 
story of Future Machine’s journey over 30 years?

www.whenthefuturecomes.net
 

Created by Rachel Jacobs in collaboration with carpenter Ian Jones, 
engineers Matt Little & Matthew Gates, artists Frank Abbott, Juliet 

Robson, Wallace Heim, Caroline Locke, Esi Eshun, musicians 
Alexandre Yemaoua Dayo and David Kemp, creative programmer 
Robin Shackford, computer scientists & researchers Dominic Price 

Steve Benford, Jocelyn Spence, Elvira Perez and climate scientist John 
King. With participants in public workshops across England.

Supported using public funding by Arts Council England, Furtherfield, 
Horizon Digital Economy and Mixed Reality Lab, University of 

Nottingham and in kind support from the British Antarctic Survey and 
Primary Studios.

http://www.whenthefuturecomes.net




Activity: Making a flip book story that imagines what different tools we 
need to take with us into the future - based on the myths we hold about 

the future
1. In the first box describe the place you call home (the ecology, place and community)
2. In the second box imagine what your home will be like 30 years from now, based on the one of the myths 

& corresponding roles below.
3. In the third box imagine a tool, technology, dataset, artefact, memento or other thing that will take you on 

your journey to this future. Explain why it will help. Is it and does it need to be sustainable, trustworthy, 
private and secure?

Lamenting Eden


a return to a pure, wild

nature that humans have 


destroyed

Bringing on the 

Apocalypse


The end of the world

Constructing Babel


We can build a new world, a 
utopia and solve everything 

with technology

Celebrating Jubilee


We can create a just, moral 
world  if we do the 


right thing

Traditionalist


The future should be as the

past, not sure about modern

world but not wanting things


to change


Survivor


Reacting to what life throws

at you and hope the future

is somehow easier, things


will get better and you

will somehow survive

Winner


Life is a game to win, live for

the moment and love the


modern world and 
technology, optimistic the


future is full of progress and

things getting better

Striver


There are many problems 
that you want to fix, seeking 
a spiritual, ethical and moral 
dimension to life. You strive 
for the future to be better 

than now



As a group:
1. Take the book and cut along the straight lines on the inside pages, leaving the first 

and final pages uncut (see below but without the funny bodies!)
2. Mix and match the stories until you find the one you like best
3. On the final page write an ending, statement or prediction for the story you have 

chosen.


